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What is value?  



Value 

Value is the artistic term for light and dark. It is the relative 

lightness or darkness of a piece and only through value can we 

discern form. Value-contrast refers to the relationship between 

areas of dark and light. Values do not exist in gray scale only; it 

exists in color as well and is often referred to as normal value, a 

tint or a shade. 

 





 

Value Pattern 

Value pattern is the arrangement and amount of variation on 

light and dark, independent of color. When value contrast is 

minimized and all the values are within a limited range with only 

small variation, the result is a restrained, subtle effect. The 

impression is one of understatement, whether the value range is 

limited to lights or darks. In the same way overall darkness (low 

key) may provide feelings of sadness, depression and even 

mystery. Lighter values (high key), being brighter, seem less 

serious and less threatening.  
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Value as Emphasis 

Value can be utilized to create a focal point. Through use of 

dark and light contrast, an area of the composition can be 

emphasized. High dark-and-light contrast instantly attracts our 

attention because of value emphasis. 
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Value and Space 

On a flat surface value can be used to suggest the illusion three-

dimensional space. During the Renaissance the word 

chiaroscuro was coined to describe the artistic devise of using 

light and dark to imply depth and volume in a painting or 

drawing.  
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Value Techniques 

The use of value in a 2-dimensional work of art is commonly 

called shading and there are many ways to achieve shading 

with a variety of media. Pencil, chalk and Conté crayon are soft 

media and are capable of providing gradual changes of light to 

dark. Black ink, on the other hand, gives a sharp or high value 

contrast. 
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Using ink media, value can be altered in several ways:   

 

1. Cross-hatching: a series of lines, which are layered over each 

other to create a number of grays. 

 

2. Ink Wash(es): ink is diluted with water to create a variety of 

grays. 

 

3. Halftones: ink is applied in a concentrated pattern of dots to 

create the impression of grays.  
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