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Important Dates: 
Last day to drop is August 29 
Midterm grades will be available October 21 
Last day to withdraw October 30 
NO CLASS Thanksgiving week (November 24 or 26) 
 

Design Fundamentals is an intensive, comprehensive introduction to the essential foundation skills from 
which design processes are built. Areas covered include the principles and elements of design, color 
theory, drawing and 3D processes. Assignments will encourage students to solve problems utilizing 
media that are the best fit for the most appropriate solution. A wide variety of wet and dry drawing 
media will be explored, as will collage, clay, wire and print and mixed media. Color will be introduced 
and important drawing themes such as perspective and composition assimilated. 
 

Course Objectives:  

 Effectively manipulate the elements and principles of two-dimensional and three-dimensional design to 

create nonobjective, abstract and representational compositions. 

 Develop inventive concepts using various problem-solving strategies, such as convergent thinking, 

divergent thinking, collaboration, brainstorming and idea maps.   

 Speak and write critically about personal and peer artworks and propose alternatives.  

 Research an idea and develop an extended series of related images.   
 

Expectations: 

 Attendance is required. Some work will necessarily take place outside of the class, but the 
exchange of ideas, energy and techniques that go on in the studio are irreplaceable and cannot 
be made up. 

 Since this class only meets once a week, a maximum of 3 absences are allowed but your grade 
will be severely lowered by 3 absences.  With four absences, you will fail the class.   

 If you are absent, you are required to learn the content missed and adhere to assignment 
deadlines all class assignments and homework are posted on the class website.  Be sure to check 
the website if you are absent and complete the assignments for the next class.  All assignments 
and class notes can be accessed on the course website.  Tardiness or early self-dismissal in 
excess of 3 times will be recorded as an absence.   
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 No late work will be accepted.  Again, if you are absent, it is still your responsibility to consult 
the website and complete the assignments for the week you missed.   

 Class critiques will take place at the end of each project and your attendance and participation 
in critiques are factors in the assignment grade.  You must email me before class begins if you 
are sick or need to miss critique for unpreventable reasons.   

 All students are required to keep the studio clean, orderly and safe.   
 
 
 

Grading 

Grades will be based primarily on the quality of your completed work with these considerations:  
 

 creative problem solving (demonstrated understanding of the challenges of the assignment) 

 craftsmanship/presentation (demonstrated ability to follow instructions) 

 fulfillment of project objectives (demonstrated understanding of the principles and/or 
elements of design)  
 

The course will be graded on the traditional A-F evaluation scale  
 
Media Arts Department Grade Scale 
 
93-100 A 
90-92 A- 
87-89 B+ 
83-86 B 
80-82 B- 
77-79 C+ 
70-76 C 
60-69 D 
0-60 F  
 
Homework 70% 
Critiques 10% 
Artist Presentations 5% 
In-class Studio 15% 
 

 Grade A: Superior 
Scholarship: strong, exceeding requirements of the course 
Initiative: contributions exceed the assignment, showing independent resourcefulness 
Attitude: positive benefit to class 
Cooperation: productive, constant, spontaneous 
Individual Improvement: marked & growing 

 
 Grade B: Good – Above Average 

Scholarship: accurate and complete, meeting all requirements of course and beyond 
Initiative: good when stimulated by some desirable achievement 
Attitude: proper and beneficial to group 



Cooperation: good 
Individual Improvement: showing marks of progress 

  
 Grade C: Average 

Scholarship: requirements for course work met on time, 95% attendance (missed 1 ½ or less classes), reflecting a 
demonstrated grasp of concepts and reasonable participation, showing evidence of needing encouragement  
Initiative: uncertain and apparent only at times 
Attitude: generally neutral, but not objectionable 
Cooperation: Not positive, nor very effective, irregular 
Individual Improvement: very ordinary, definite marks lacking 
 

 Grade D: Below Average 
Scholarship: 86% of all assignments and course requirements met, some of the above mentioned requirements 
have not been met 
Initiative: lacking 
Attitude: indifferent, negative, resistant to engagement with course content 
Cooperation: just fair at times, lacking at other times 
Individual Improvement: not noticeable 

 
 Grade F:  

Most of the above mentioned requirements have not been met. Less than 86% of assignments have 
been completed. 
 
 
Disability Student Services 
Students who may be eligible to receive learning support or physical accommodations must contact the 
Center for Student Success at 412-397-4349 to schedule an appointment with a counselor and to learn 
more about accommodation procedures.  To receive accommodations in this course, arrangements 
must be made through the Center for Student Success, located in the Nicholson Center, 2nd Floor. 
 
Academic Integrity 
Academic Integrity is one of this university’s highest ethical values. All students are expected to 
understand and adhere to the standards of Academic Integrity as stated in the RMU Academic Integrity 
Policy, which can be found on the RMU website at  www.rmu.edu/ai. Any student who violates the 
Academic Integrity Policy is subject to possible judicial proceedings that may result in sanctions, as 
indicated in the Policy. Depending on the severity of the violation, sanctions may range from receiving a 
zero on an assignment, to being dismissed from the university. If you have any question about the 
Policy, please consult your course instructor. 
 
Excerpt from Academic Integrity Policy regarding Fair Use: 
 
Violation of ‘Fair Use':  As noted, students' projects may include any of the following works:  

 speeches, PowerPoint presentations, Web pages, charts, graphs,  illustrations, images, 
photographs, drawings, cartoons,  and the like  

 material obtained through people such as news sources, video and audio recordings, interviews, 
and the like  

 information and opinions obtained through electronic media such as web sites, blogs, images, 
video as well as audio materials, and the like 
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Improper use of any such work or similar authored by other people is a violation of academic integrity as 
is the failure to comply with "fair-use" requirements. In many cases, written permission from the artist is 
required for use in student's project. Students who feature the original artistic media works of others in 
their projects should ensure that they have complied with the legal and artistic implications of this 
use.  This includes knowledge of the concepts of "licensing," "copyright," "fair use," and "public 
domain."  (See www.fairusenetwork.com)  
 
Media Arts Area Archives  
Each student is required to submit a copy of one project from all courses (digital and/or print form) for 
the Media Arts Archives. I will select this project and it must be turned in at the time of your final project 
submission for this semester. Some of your works will be photographed for the department archives, 
which may include more than one project. The Media Arts Department also reserves the right to 
reproduce images of work produced in class for marketing and promotional opportunities. In such cases, 
every attempt will be made to credit your work. 
 
Building Safety and Evacuation Information 
It is important that each student familiarize themselves with the most appropriate route to emergency 
exits in the classroom building.  Should a drill or emergency occur that would require evacuation, the 
class is to meet in a predetermined location away from the building, where attendance will be 
taken.  Evacuation routes are posted near the main entrance to every classroom. Never use an elevator 
in the case of an alarm, even if you have been forewarned that it is a drill. 
 
In an Emergency 
RMU Police emergency response telephone number is: 412-397-2424.  From campus tele 
phones dial only: 2424 
 
RMU Alert 
All students are urged to sign up for the RMU emergency alert notifications at: www.rmu.edu/rmualert. 
Always check with RMU to see if classes are in session during inclement weather: 
http://www.rmu.edu/newsroom/Weather 
 
Materials and Supplies: 
You will need to purchase various materials for each project. A supplies list will be provided along with a 
detailed description at the beginning of each project. You are expected to come to each class with all 
required materials and prepared to work. Class time is not to be used for gathering or purchasing 
materials, if you are unprepared to work at the beginning of class you will be marked as absent. As 
previously stated class time is invaluable and cannot be made up. 
 

Basic Supplies: 
Needle-nose pliers (with wire snips) 
Two bars of ivory soap 
Two 2 oz blocks of sculpey clay (any color) 
Drawing pad 18” x 24” (mixed media ex. Blick Studio or Stonehenge) 
X-acto knife and extra blades 
3 rolls of masking tape 1” 
scissors 
glue stick 
24” metal straight-edge ruler 
Pencils 
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Drawing charcoal (vine, medium and soft) 
kneaded eraser 
Vinyl Eraser 
basic acrylic set (2.5 oz (75 ml) tubes of Primary Yellow, Naphthol Crimson, Ultramarine Blue, Mars 
Black, and Titanium White) liquitex or blick student grade is fine 
sable or synthetic brushs: flat, round and filbert #4 or #6 
Soft Cut printing block 4”x6” 
Lino Cutter Set (Blick or Speedball) 
100 pennies 
$15 for the Dollar Store (near end of term) 
Self-healing cutting mat 11” x 17” or larger 
 

Design Fundamentals Weekly Class Schedule 
 
Week 1: Intro: What is Design, Critique, Abstraction 
Emotive Compositions (Black Square) 
30 drawings: gesture, contour, observational 
Homework 1: 30 minute observational drawing, any media 
GET ALL SUPPLIES 
 
Week 2: Line in space 
Homework 1 Due 
Line and contour exercises: blind, continuous, cross 
Homework 2: 5 wire project face contour DUE WEEK 4 
 
Week 3: Line/Shape Implied 
Negative Space compositions, Implied Lines, Weight of a Line 
Homework: finish wire contour assignment, due next week 
 
Week 4: Line and Composition, Perspective 
Homework 2 Due 
Weighted Line Grids, intro to perspective drawing, scale, planes 
Homework 3: Expanded Perspective  
 
Week 5: Structural line to Planes 
Homework 3 Due 
Begin masking tape shoe 
Homework 4: Masking Tape Shoe 
 
Week 6: Shape and Texture  
Homework 4 Due 
Carving Demo, four clay cubes 
Homework 5: Soap Carving Blind, Revealed Due Week 8 
 
Week 7: Figure/Ground  
Notan Silhouettes, Lino print demo, create sketch for lino print 
 
Week 8: Repetition and Balance  
Homework 5 Due 



Homework 6: Lino Carving due week 10 
 
Week 9: Value  
Value Scales, torn paper portraits 
Homework 7: 100 pennies value composition 
 
Week 10: Color 
Homework 6 and 7 Due 
Color  
Homework 8: Color Wheels (IRL or Drawn) 
 
Week 11: Color Harmonies, Repetition 
Homework 8 Due 
Homework 9: Text Invasion using deliberate color scheme AND 3d perspective 
 
Week 12: Unity 
Homework 9 Due 
Homework 10: Dollar Store Multiple Group Project DUE Week 14 
 
Week 13: Principles of Design: Space, unity and variety 
Final Homework: will be announced in class, due during Final Examination 
 
Week 14: Review Day and Artist Presentations 
Homework 10 Due 
Artist Presentations (any media) 
 
Week 15: Final Critique  
 
NOTE: Final Class will NOT be at normal time but held on: 
Tuesday Class will meet MONDAY DECEMBER 7 from 11-1 
Thursday Class will meet TUESDAY DECEMBER 8 from 830-1030 am 


